
Series Abstract 
JESUS.  The Final Days 
The country star Tim McGraw once encouraged his fans in a song to “Live Like You 
Were Dying.”  Too often, we trudge through life paying little to no attention to the 
sobering reality that our time here is not eternal.  Our days have an end.  In His final 
week, Jesus was fully aware that his days on earth were coming to an end.  How He 
spends and celebrates His final days can give us keen insight into how we would spend 
and celebrate every day. 

3.2 – Sunday  Celebrate Good Times  Matthew 21:1-3, 6-11 

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will 
find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If 
anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them 
right away.” 6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought 
the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 8 A very 
large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that 
followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city 
was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the 
prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

What do you celebrate in life?  In the day-to-day grind of life’s hectic schedule, 
celebration can easily get lost.  Even in the final week of His life, Jesus participates – 
and indeed, hosts – a celebration.  Though the crowds do understand Jesus, they 
celebrate Him.  Even when we do not fully understand God’s ways in our lives, do we 
still celebrate Him? 

Flashback:  Matthew 11:16-19 

3.5 – Ash Wednesday Salvation 101   Matthew 21:18-22 

18 Early in the morning, as he was on his way back to the city, he was hungry. 19 Seeing 
a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he 
said to it, “May you never bear fruit again!” Immediately the tree withered.  20 When 
the disciples saw this, they were amazed. “How did the fig tree wither so quickly?” they 
asked. 21 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only 
can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, 
throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done. 22 If you believe, you will receive 
whatever you ask for in prayer.” 



Finally, faith makes all the difference in eternity.  To have faith in Christ means to have 
salvation.  To reject Christ means to receive damnation.  Jesus, in His teaching 
concerning the fig tree, speaks of the power of faith in startling terms:  “If you have 
faith and do not doubt … you can say to this mountain, ‘Go throw yourself into the sea,’ 
and it will be done” (verse 21).  But even this amazing power is nothing compared to 
faith’s power unto salvation when that faith is placed in the One who has all power: 
Jesus Christ. 

Flashback:  Matthew 3:4-10 

3.9 – Sunday  For A Good Cause  Mark 11:15-18 

15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple area and began driving out those 
who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and 
the benches of those selling doves, 16 and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise 
through the temple courts. 17 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My 
house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of 
robbers.’” 18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking 
for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his 
teaching. 

We all have causes – things to which we devote our passions and energies.  Some 
people devote themselves to humanitarian work.  Some people devote themselves to 
their favorite team.  Jesus’ cause is that of His Father’s house, that is, the worship of 
the one, true God, for Jesus understands, in the words of the Westminster Catechism, 
“The chief end of man is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him for ever.”  Is your cause the 
same as Jesus’ cause? 

Flashback:  Matthew 8:1-4 

3.16 – Sunday  Prophetic Premonitions Mark 12:1-8 

1 [Jesus] then began to speak to [his disciples] in parables: “A man planted a vineyard. 
He put a wall around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built a watchtower. Then he 
rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey. 2 At harvest time he 
sent a servant to the tenants to collect from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 But 
they seized him, beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 4 Then he sent another 
servant to them; they struck this man on the head and treated him shamefully. 5 He 
sent still another, and that one they killed. He sent many others; some of them they 
beat, others they killed. 6 He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him 
last of all, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 7 But the tenants said to one another, ‘This 
is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 8 So they took him and 
killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard.” 



Most people have had premonitions before – an eerie feeling that forebodes something 
to come.  Of course, many of premonitions never come to pass.  Jesus, when he tells the 
Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard is serving up more than a premonition, He’s 
offering a prophecy.  He knows He will be treated unjustly and killed.  Though we 
cannot see into the future, there is a good chance we will all be treated unjustly at one 
time or another.  Will we respond to injustice as Jesus responds? 

Flashback:  Matthew 16:21-23	

3.25 – Sunday  Famous Last Words  John 13:31-38 

31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified 
in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify 
him at once. 33 My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, 
and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 34 A 
new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
36 Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus replied, “Where I am 
going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” 37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t 
I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Then Jesus answered, “Will you 
really lay down your life for me? I tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you will 
disown me three times!” 

Jesus’ final lesson to His disciples is one of love:  “By this all men will know that you 
are My disciples, if you love one another” (verse 35).  Being that this is Jesus’ final 
lesson – a last will and testament of sorts – do we listen to and obey Jesus’ call of love? 

Flashback:  Mark 12:28-34 

3.30 – Sunday  Truth Be Told   John 18:33-38a 

33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you 
the king of the Jews?” 34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you 
about me?” 35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your people and your chief priests 
who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?” 36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is 
not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. 
But now my kingdom is from another place.” 37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate.  
Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, 
and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth 
listens to me.” 38 “What is truth?” Pilate asked. 
One of Jesus’ final conversations is with a man who in the crosshairs of an existential 
crisis.  Pontius Pilate wants to know, “What is truth” (verse 38)?  Interestingly, Jesus 
never answers Pilate’s question – not because He cannot, but because Pilate does not 
really want an answer.  Pilate’s conversation with Jesus does not lead him to Jesus.  



Far too often, we have conversations with the Lord where, rather than seeking His 
answers, we are merely thinking out loud.  What would it look like if we truly sought 
God’s answers to life’s biggest questions? 

Flashback:  John 14:14-16, 6 

4.6 – Sunday  One Last Chance   Luke 23:32, 39-43 

32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with [Jesus] to be executed. 39 
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save 
yourself and us!” 40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, 
“since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting 
what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 Jesus answered him, “I 
tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

Most people have heard of a “deathbed conversion,” though many are skeptical of the 
genuineness of such so-called “religious awakenings.”  But here is a thief who has a 
genuine end-of-life conversion.  His story teaches us two things.  First, we learn that 
the doors of heaven stand open to us until we take our final breath.  Second, our 
salvation is not based on what we do, but on what Christ has done.  For, even when we 
don’t have any time to make amends for our wickedness, Jesus can still receive us into 
His kingdom out of His grace through faith. 

Flashback:  Matthew 8:23-27 

4.13 – Palm Sunday Back To The Future  Mark 11:1-11 

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, 
and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. 
Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ tell him, ‘The 
Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’ ” 4 They went and found a colt outside 
in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5 some people standing there asked, 
“What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus had told them to, 
and the people let them go. 7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks 
over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread 
branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed 
shouted, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the 
coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 

What happens on Palm Sunday points forward to what will happen in heaven.  Just as 
the people hold palm branches on Palm Sunday hailing Jesus’ arrival, people in heaven 



wave palm branches hailing Jesus’ rule (Revelation 7:9).  By faith, this future can be 
our final – and eternal – future! 

Flash Forward:  Revelation 7:9-10


