
JESUS.  The Final Days  (Lent 2014) 
Keep Things In Perspective –	Mark 12:1-8/Flashback:  Matthew 16:21-23 
March 3/16/14 – Sunday 

JESUS.  The Final Days:  Prophetic Premonitions  
Chronological Orientation (Palm Sunday, Fig tree withers, Overturning tables) 

ILL:  Nativity Story:  “Still Small Voice”	[show video clip when called for] 
ILL:  John 3:16 for us!  
They knew the story because … 

It was their heritage …	the cornerstone of their way of life! 
[heritage quiz: Betsy Ross, George Washington, America’s Birthdate 

- show images then answer as Pastor calls for them] 

Jesus tells a story about a vineyard …	[put up pic of vineyard when called 
for] 

I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My loved one had a 
vineyard on a fertile hillside. 2	He dug it up and cleared it of stones and 
planted it with the choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it  
and cut out a winepress as well.  Isaiah 5:1-2b 

Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit.     
5	“Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take away 
its hedge, and it will be destroyed; I will break down its wall, and it will be 
trampled. 6	I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and 
briers and thorns will grow there. I will command the clouds not to rain on 
it.”	7	The vineyard of the Lord Almighty is the house of Israel, and the men 
of Judah are the garden of His delight. And He looked for justice, but saw 
bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. Isaiah 5:2c, 5-7 

ILL:  Political Correctness … 
Holiday Tree -> Christmas Tree 
Holiday Music -> Christmas Music 
Winter Break -> Christmas Break 
**“Happy Holidays!“ -> “Merry Christmas!“ 

When the Jews hear, “Vineyard”	they think, “Israel.” 
**Israel is God’s Vineyard! 
**... and God’s judgement is coming for Israel! 



[Jesus] then began to speak to [His disciples] in parables: “A man planted a 
vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built a 
watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away 
on a journey. 2 At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants to collect 
from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 But they seized him, beat him 
and sent him away empty-handed. 4 Then he sent another servant to them; 
they struck this man on the head and treated him shamefully. 5 He sent still 
another, and that one they killed. He sent many others; some of them they 
beat, others they killed.”		Mark 12:1-5 

ILL:  Candid Camera or What Would You Do? People put in difficult spots with over-
whelming circumstances to see how they will respond. It puts us in the place of asking 
ourselves, “What would you do?” [play WWYD video when called for] 

For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness 
of God is stronger than man’s strength. 1 Corinthians 1:25 

Our God is…	 
Loving 
Kind 
Patient 

3 Points from the Parable: 
1. God is Patient 

“The LORD, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, 
abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and 
forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.”	Exodus 34:6-7 

He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him last of all, say-
ing, ‘They will respect my son.’	7 But the tenants said to one another, ‘This 
is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’	8 So they 
took him and killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard.” 9 “What then 
will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and kill those tenants and 
give the vineyard to others.  Mark 12:6-9 

2. God is a Righteous Judge 

Apollumi = “to kill or destroy”	- “eternally condemn” 



Synoptic gospels tell same story from different perspective…Luke 20 
Mae Genoto = “May it never be!” 

You’re on my last nerve!  
As Jesus begins to challenge their way of life, their customs, their reli-
gious practice…now He’s speaking judgement and in the eyes of the people 
they decide that He’s not playing nice and they aren’t going to play nice 
back. 

If this parable were to end right now there would be no hope given…only 
judgement. Jesus has one more lesson to teach, though.   

Haven’t you read this scripture:  “The stone the builders rejected has be-
come the capstone; 11 the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our 
eyes?”	 Mark 12:10, 11 

3. Hope 
ILL:  Mission Trip 

Even in the face of the judgment of God, we have hope. [IMAGE: Jesus on the 
cross] 

**The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes!	 Mark 12:11


