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JESUS.  The Final Days   
One Last Chance    

ILL:  Newborn Nick – Julie Sick 

ILL:  Dr. Benjamin Spock quote <PIC:  Spock book 1 and 2> 

“Trust yourself, you know more than you think you do.”  Dr. Benjamin 
Spock 

“Trust yourself!” 

“You got this!” 

Video:  Floating House 

“I got this!” 

Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 
33 When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, 
along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. Luke 
23:32, 33 

“We got this!”  <please bring these 4 lines up one at a time>  The religious leaders 
are “large and in-charge”.  They have been trying for a long time.  Finally, they’ve 
done it!  They have Jesus right where they want him. 

They are getting rid of Jesus once and for all! 

He is humiliated … and they have CRUSHED His reputation! 

Context:  Miracles, Palm Sunday, Cleanse Temple, Taxes, Judgment–Vineyard 
parable, Ma Geneta … , “Crucify HIM.”  here we are! 

They’ve even turned the people against Him! 

The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved 
others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” 36 

The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and 



said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 38 There was a written 
notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.  

Not just the religious leaders who mock Jesus … 
Soldiers … 
Bystanders … 
Even one of the Criminals … mocked 
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the 
Christ? Save yourself and us!”  Luke 23:39 

ILL:  We love the cross today … Crucifixion was HORRIBLE 

Jesus looks more like hamburger than humanity! 

ILL:  Tertullian Quote - "In all our travels and movements, in all our coming in and 
going out, in putting off our shoes, at the bath, at the table, in lighting our candles, in 
lying down, in sitting down, whatever employment occupies us, we mark our 
foreheads with the sign of the cross."  Tertullian lived in the 2nd century, when 
crucifixion was still widely practiced.  So Tertullian takes what is culturally 
despicable and turns it into the very mark of Christianity. 

ILL:  Story of Chick-A-Fillet in Birmingham, AL <PICS:  Snow 1 and 2> 

Something amazing out of something terrible … 

They think they’ve “Got it!” but they don’t!  And in fact, they are watching the most 
beautiful picture of love and devotion in the history of the world … and they can’t see 
it.  Jesus is changing the world and bringing hope to everyone! 

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing.” Luke 23:34a 

Jesus. 

3 Things you must know about Jesus … 
1. HE had crystal clarity 
2. He had awesome, unconditional grace 
3. HE was perfectly righteous … without sin! 



There was one other person … 
But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are 
under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 
deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your kingdom.”   Luke 23:41-43 

Jesus responds … 

Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in 
paradise.”  Luke 23:43 

Translated:   

Jesus answered, “I got this!” 



When the first snowflakes began to fall in Birmingham, AL, no one paid all that much 
attention. But then, the flakes kept falling. Before too long folks in places like Hoover 
and Inverness realized it was much more than a dusting. By that point, it was too late 
for anyone to do anything. 

Icy interstates and highways soon became clogged with cars and trucks. Thousands of 
motorists soon found themselves stranded with nowhere to go – including many stuck 
on Highway 280. 

Once the snow started accumulating, Chick-fil-A owner, Mark Meadows closed the 
restaurant and sent his staff home. But a few hours later, many of them returned – 
unable to get to their homes. 

“Our store is about a mile and a half from the interstate and it took me two hours to get 
there,” manager Audrey Pitt said. “It was a parking lot as far as I could see.”  So Audrey 
left her car on the side of the interstate and joined a flock of bundled up drivers 
trudging through the snow. 

“At one point there were more people walking than driving,” she said.  Some of the 
drivers had been stuck in their cars for nearly seven hours without any food or water. 
So the staff of the Chick-fil-A decided to lend a helping hand.  “We cooked several 
hundred sandwiches and stood out on both sides of 280 and handed out the 
sandwiches to anyone we could get to – as long as we had food to give out.” 

The staffers braved the falling snow and ice, slipping and sliding, as they offered hot 
juicy chicken breasts tucked between two buttered buns … and refused to take a single 
penny.  The meal was a gift – no strings attached.   

They also … 

“We opened up our dining room to anyone who wanted to sleep on a bench or a booth,” 
Audrey told me.  
And this morning, the weary staff members fired up their ovens and began preparing 
chicken biscuits. The only thing that is closed – is Chick-fil-A’s cash register.  


