
JESUS.  The Final Days  (Lent 2014) 
Salvation 101– Mark 11:15-18/Flashback:  Matthew 8:1-4 
March 3/9/14 – Sunday 

JESUS.  The Final Days:  The Cleansing of the Temple 
ILL:  I’m going to Disney World (very first one 1987) 
VIDEO:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8P-gDZmFnTQ (:30 seconds) 
Chronological Orientation 
Jesus enters Jerusalem … He’s going to a GREAT place! 

On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple area and began driving 
out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of 
the money changers and the benches of those selling doves, 16 and would 
not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. 17 And 
as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a 
house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’”  
Mark 11:15-17 
ILL:  Size of “Court of the Gentiles” and what was going on …  
The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking 
for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was 
amazed at his teaching.  Mark 11:18 
ILL:  Russian Reporter who resigns online … I was amazed! 

Why does Jesus do this?  Selling/Buying was permitted. 
But if that place is too distant and you have been blessed by the LORD your 
God and cannot carry your tithe (because the place where the LORD will 
choose to put his Name is so far away), 25 then exchange your tithe for 
silver, … and take the silver with you and go to the place the LORD your God will 
choose. 26 Use the silver to buy whatever you like: cattle, sheep, wine or other 
fermented drink, or anything you wish. Then you and your household shall eat 
there in the presence of the LORD your God and rejoice.  Deuteronomy 
14:24-26 
ILL:  Online giving 
God wants to make it easy to have a worship relationship! 

So … Why does Jesus “Cleanse the Temple”?  What’s wrong here? 
Worship:  Relationship with God replaced by Greed 
Food:  Nourishment replaced with Gluttony 
Sex:  Marriage Intimacy replaced by Lust/Obsession 
Money:  Means replaced by End/Goal   

ILL: Rich man buried with a check 
Work:  Provision/Fulfillment replaced by Identity 
Over and over again, we God’s gifts and use them against HIM! 

(… and ourselves)  PIC:  Bullseye 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8P-gDZmFnTQ


VIDEO:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1UZy7SSdDI  (Jim Marshall goes the 
wrong way … 10/25/64 – Vikings and 49ers) 

What can we do?  (3 things) 
Avoid the Mistakes! 

Accountability  (Mirror) 
ILL:  Weight Loss/Work 
ILL:  Fasting/Turkey Sandwiches … accountability partners 

Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers 
throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  1 Peter 
5:9 

Boundaries  (Curb) 
ILL:  Ruts in the snow 
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  
James 4:7 

Continue  (Guide) 
ILL:  Mission Trips/Relief Drivers 
… if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the 
hope held out in the gospel. … Colossians 1:23 

We will not always avoid sin, what then? 

Recover from our Mistakes! 
… this is not the “Judgment of the Temple”  
… it is the “Cleansing of the Temple” 
… and it points us to the Cross 

Cross à Cleansing   
Better than the miraculous cleansing of the temple is the miraculous cleansing 
through the Cross. 

Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you 
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  James 4:8 

ILL:  Moore, OK 
It all begins with cleaning! 
ILL:  Addiction 
It all begins with “getting clean.”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1UZy7SSdDI

