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JESUS.  The Final Days   
Famous Last Words 
     
“Shoot yourself in the foot” 
Chronology:  Palm Sunday, Cleansing, Taxes, Condemnation (Vineyard), Judas … 
*<Video:  Graph 1, Video 2:  Graph 2> 
Jesus fame isn’t normal! 
It looks like Jesus “shot himself in the foot!” 
… but it is INTENTIONAL 

The people, on the other hand, feel like they have been duped. 
*<Video:  Winnovations> 

Issues:  Oppression, Taxation, Intimidation à FREEDOM! 
… it is precisely NOT what Jesus came to do. 
*Jesus does NO exit polls … HE doesn’t test the political climate. 
The People think they have been “duped.” 
Jesus must be a Loser and a Liar 

They want Political/National FREEDOM … 
So … They have re-created Jesus in their image.  (Explain) 
Do we ever do that? 

Result:  The people reject HIM. 

He is in seclusion with HIS disciples.  (Post-Lord’s Supper – coming) 
Jesus is with HIS friends and companions … who are to carry the message forward. 
He is sharing his last words with them … 
LAST WORDS 
When he (Judas) was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified 
and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the 
Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 33 My children, I will be with 
you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so 
I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.  John 13:31-33 

God is Love.  1 John 4:16 



A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.”  John 13:34, 35 

When we have been re-created by Jesus, we are re-created in God’s image. 
*We are Love. 

Simon Peter responds … 
Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus replied, 
“Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” 37 
Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for 
you.” 38 Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? I 
tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three 
times!”  John 13:36-38  Peter discovers he is not who he thinks he is … 

*Peter won’t hear of it! 
He’s re-creating Jesus in his own image … 

We do the same thing … (just 3 examples) 

1.  God’s Judgment à NO Judgment  
Love = Tolerance … everything is okay!   Leads to Apathy … “Who cares!” 

*Salvation’s Exclusivity à NOT fair 

2.  God’s Blessing à Happy, Healthy, Wealthy 
*And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of 
those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.  
Romans 8:28 (NLT) 

3.  Morality à Authority 
*Morality according to God … or according to US?  Who makes the Rules? 

Jesus is God … HE is re-creating us in HIS image!  To Peter’s disdain! 
HE takes an old command … 
“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge, … but love your neighbor AS 
yourself. I am the LORD.  Leviticus 19:18 
and raises it to a whole new level! 
Love one another. AS I have loved you, so you must love one another.  John 
13:34 

*<ILL:  Candy Crush – What level are you on?>  <Video;  Candy Crush, PIC: Candy 
Crush 3, 4 when I call for them>  Gives us a goal and an activity 
*Number – Who?  The people around us.  Spouse, neighbor, co-worker, … 



*Nature – How?  Millions of ways.  Text Message, Jubilee Sunday … 

<I’ll ask the congregation to read this verse with me.> 
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and 
his love is made complete in us.  1 John 4:11, 12 


