
JESUS.  The Final Days  (Lent 2014) 
Celebrate Good Times – Matthew 21:1-3, 6-11/Flashback:  Matthew 11:16-19 
March 3/2/14 - Sunday 

JESUS.  The Final Days  <Series Intro> 
Tragedy slows us down 
ILL:  Six Million Dollar Man  <play video – no audio – when Pastor begins talking 
about the 6mm Man> 
ILL:  Michigan Bridge  <toward  the beginning of story play snowy video (no 
audio) > 
Tragedy slowed the Gospel writers down 
Fully 1/3 of the Gospels are devoted to the final week of Jesus’ life <put up crucifixion 
picture when he states this >.  This tragedy really slows the pace of the Evangelist’s 
writing.  So we’re going to slow down ourselves and take an in-depth look at Jesus’ 
last days <put up palm sunday picture when he states this > – because if the Gospel 
writers slowed down at this point in Jesus’ life, maybe we should too. 
The tragedy of Jesus’ death begins with a celebration! 

Name that Tune! <pastor will call for each one> 
• “It’s My Party” – Leslie Gore 
• “The Party’s Over” – Willie Nelson / Don Meredith 
• “Celebration” – Kool and the Gang 
• “1999” – Prince 
• “I Wanna Rock and Roll All Night” – KISS 

Today’s story is a story of celebration. 
As [Jesus and His disciples] approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage 
on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to 
the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with 
her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything 
to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right 
away.” 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 5 
“Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and 
riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ” – Matthew 21:1-5 

Sometimes, parties take a long time to plan. 
ILL:  Julie’s Bridal Showers <use your best judgment, but put up pics of wedding/
shower as Pastor talks about this illustration> 
Our wedding was in the works for months.  Jesus’ celebration was in the works for 
centuries. 
Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, 
your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding 
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. – Zechariah 9:9 



You and I are the reason for the party! 
God is a great planner!  He not only plans a party for His Son, but eternity for you! 
“In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also 
may be where I am.” – John 14:2-3 
Eternity is going to be a great party!  In fact, it will be so great that Scripture 
compares it to a wedding. 
Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb 
has come. – Revelation 19:7 
God is in the business of planning a great party!  But even the best parties can go 
south sometimes.  Every wedding has problems. 
*ILL:  Wedding problems:  Sweat running down nose 
VIDEO:  Davy’s wedding catastrophe <pastor will call for video> 
This Palm Sunday party will soon go south.  But for now, it’s a great event! 

A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that 
went ahead of Him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son 
of David!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in 
the highest!” – Matthew 21:8-9 
This party has a purpose:  salvation.  That’s what Jesus’ whole ministry is about.  The 
people pick up on this purpose.   
“Hosanna” – “Save us!” 
*ILL:  Bee story (father reaches out and lets the bee go) 
But the kind of salvation that they have in mind and the kind of salvation that Jesus 
has in mind are very different. 

ILL:  Joy’s Keynote Catastrophe – Recovery vs. Re-creation <play video1 
when pastor begins talking about Best Practices (no audio), when pastor talks about 
how the keynote was gone play video2 (no audio)> 
She had hit save!  But it was lost.  We tried everything we could to recover the file.  
Finally, all we could do was recreate the file! 

When you lose something, it can be devastating.  The Jews thought they had lost a 
ton.  They had lost their:  Freedom, Distinctive way of life, Religious rigor and purity, 
Economic independence.  They were devastated!  They wanted Jesus to try everything 
he could to recover what they had lost.   
They wanted Spontaneous rebellion or a Long-term revolution. 
But what the Jews failed to understand was that they didn’t need to recover these 
things because what was really lost was them!  And the only way to deal with lost 
people is not to recover them, but to recreate them. 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the 
new has come! – 2 Corinthians 5:17 



It’s not just that we will be recreated; everything will be recreated! 
“I am making everything new!” – Revelation 21:5 
All of creation is getting ready for a magnificent party where everything will be made 
new! 

How do we get ready for God’s party? 
*Fasting <put up empty plate/Spiritual discipline picture when pastor talks about 
fasting, put up image of cover of booklet when pastor talks about booklet> 

• Helps s focus our minds and hearts on what really matters. 
• Booklet 
• A more traditional type of Lenten fast 
• Health Problems 

*Prayer <put up prayer image when pastor talks about praying 5 min a day plus 
adding the scripture below> 

*“Come, Lord Jesus.” – Revelation 22:20 
The early Christians constantly prayed for Jesus to return and for the party to start!  
Do you pray for His return or do you fear it? 

Add this prayer to your Lenten season and see if it doesn’t make a big difference! 

ILL:  Julie’s Surprise Party for Bill  
I was uncomfortable at first, but then I settled in and had a great time.  We may be 
uncomfortable with entering into God’s party because it involves our death.  But once 
we settle in, we will have a great time! 



JESUS.  The Final Days   
Celebrate Good Times   

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead 
of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. 
Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, tell him 
that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” Matthew 
21:1-3, 6-11 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought 
the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on 
them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that 
went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son 
of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest!” 10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and 
asked, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet 
from Nazareth in Galilee.” Matthew 21:1-3, 6-11 

Flashback 
To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling out to others: 17 “We played the flute for you, and 
you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.”  18 For John 
came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and “sinners.” ’ But wisdom is proved 
right by her actions.” Matthew 11:16-19 

Flashback 
After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach in the towns 
of Galilee. 

2 When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who 
was to come, or should we expect someone else?”  

4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, 



those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 
6 Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.”  

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out into 
the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine 
clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written:  

“ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,  
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11 I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet 
he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now, the 
kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. 13 For all the Prophets and 
the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 15 He 
who has ears, let him hear.  

16 “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out 
to others:  

17 “ ‘We played the flute for you,  
and you did not dance;  

we sang a dirge,  
and you did not mourn.’  

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating 
and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and “sinners.” ’ But 
wisdom is proved right by her actions.”  

What do you celebrate in life?  In the day-to-day grind of life’s hectic schedule, 
celebration can easily get lost.  Even in the final week of His life, Jesus participates – 
and indeed, hosts – a celebration.  Though the crowds do understand Jesus, they 
celebrate Him.  Even when we do not fully understand God’s ways in our lives, do we 
still celebrate Him? 

The country star Tim McGraw once encouraged his fans in a song to “Live Like You 
Were Dying.”  Too often, we trudge through life paying little to no attention to the 
sobering reality that our time here is not eternal.  Our days have an end.  In His final 
week, Jesus was fully aware that his days on earth were coming to an end.  How He 
spends and celebrates His final days can give us keen insight into how we would 
spend and celebrate every day. 







JESUS.  The Final Days 

The country star Tim McGraw once encouraged his fans in a song to “Live Like You Were Dying.”  
Too often, we trudge through life paying little to no attention to the sobering reality that our time 
here is not eternal.  Our days have an end.  In His final week, Jesus was fully aware that his days on 
earth were coming to an end.  How He spends and celebrates His final days can give us keen insight 
into how we would spend and celebrate every day. 

3.2 – Sunday  Celebrate Good Times  Matthew 21:1-3, 6-11 

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied 
there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, tell 
him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” 6 The disciples went and did as 
Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and 
Jesus sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that 
followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!” 10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, 
“Who is this?” 11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

What do you celebrate in life?  In the day-to-day grind of life’s hectic schedule, celebration can easily 
get lost.  Even in the final week of His life, Jesus participates – and indeed, hosts – a celebration.  
Though the crowds do understand Jesus, they celebrate Him.  Even when we do not fully 
understand God’s ways in our lives, do we still celebrate Him? 

Flashback:  Matthew 11:16-19 


